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Bangladesh is on an incredible journey to become a developed and smart nation by 2041 as per 

the country’s vision 2041. The recent socio-economic successes earned Bangladesh a new title - 

“Development superstar”.  

Through this newsletter, the Embassy is making efforts to inform the people living in Sweden, 

Finland and Norway about stories of success of Bangladesh and its people living both in home 

and abroad. This Newsletter also shares the activities of the Embassy as well. 

 

Mehdi Hasan 

Ambassador 

Editorial 
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Story 01: How Bangladesh saves its population from climate disasters  

Bangladesh is one of the worst victims of climate change, although it contributes only 0.4% of the 

Global emission.  

['Sveriges Radio AB' is Sweden's national publicly funded radio broadcaster. Recently, they 

broadcasted an episode on Bangladesh, titled- THIS IS HOW BANGLADESH SAVES ITS 

POPULATION FROM CLIMATE DISASTERS. The summary of the episode is below: 

The link to the program: https://sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/sa-raddar-bangladesh-sin-befolkning-fran-

klimatkatastrofer?fbclid=iwar20v7rfvu_n5w8g-dvlxohmywdzjr1i83mmmecyyykgokxs0ynzy79h-te ] 

 

Summary: 

 

In spite of the numerous difficulties, Bangladesh is showing success in trying to meet the 

challenges of climate change. Living conditions in the country have always been characterized by 

the sea and rivers, by constant floods and by soil erosion. Moving and adapting is nothing new for 

residents, but global warming has created more intense weather changes. Sea water levels are rising 

and the soil along the coast is becoming increasingly salty. Access to drinking water is becoming 

increasingly difficult, food and housing issues are more acute than before. 

However, Bangladesh continues to embrace new technologies and new methods of managing the 

changes. Preparedness and adaption are the key components to success which makes Bangladesh 

2
nd

 best worldwide in this regard. Contingency plans are in place such as warning systems for 

cyclones, which have prevented mass casualties. One of the main problems is increased salinity of 

drinking water and soil. For this, there are several solutions that Bangladesh came up with: The 

collection and storage of rain water, crop/seed adaptation and agricultural rotation, and growing on 

uplifted beds. 

The Southern part of Bangladesh is also seeing economic growth and development due to PADMA 

BRIDGE- a bridge built by own resources of Bangladesh. Due to Padma Bridge, pressure on Dhaka 

city is also reducing. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
climate refugee Akhlima Parwin Photo: Naila Saleem/SR 
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Story 02: How a forest village in Bangladesh became an IT village  

This is the story of Gaira, a village in Madhupur forest of Tangail district of Bangladesh. This is 

the story of Subir Nokrek, the man behind the story. 

Mr. Subir Nokrek came from the village of Gaira, the forest village. He travelled to Dhaka for 

higher studies in 2006. He had always fascination towards computer and IT works, but he still did 

not have his own computer. Alongwith with his studies, he was working as Computer Operator and 

Librarian. He used to write poem also during his University days and published his one book of 

poems. He then bought his first computer with the money of the poem-book. 

He did some jobs after the graduation from university. His family was constantly persuading him 

for trying for government job or going abroad. But, he always wanted to do something of his own. 

He then did a short training on IT in 2017 and started doing online IT works and freelancing. His 

first income was 75 USD. In a short period of time, the volume of his online work increased so 

rapidly that he founded his own training institute - Nokrek IT Institute! 

He began giving IT training to his village people, who then also started to earn income by doing 

online IT works. But, the speed of the internet was very slow in the village and the people had to go 

to the forests to get better speed and meet the deadline! Hearing this, the leading telecommunication 

companies stepped up and established mobile towers in Gaira for better speed of the internet. Mr. 

Subir established 04 branches of Nokrek IT Institute around the country and gave training to more 

than 5000 people in Bangladesh and even from abroad! 

Now you know the story of Mr. Subir and Gaira- the IT village of Bangladesh!     
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   Ambassador Mr. Mehdi Hasan Presents Letter of Credence to the President of Finland 

Mr. Mehdi Hasan, Ambassador of Bangladesh to Sweden (concurrently accredited to 

Finland) presented his credentials to the President of Finland Mr. Sauli Niinistö at the Presidential 

Palace on 15 February 2023. The ambassador highlighted the priorities of the government of 

Bangladesh in line with the Vision 2041 to become a Developed and Smart Nation by 2041. The 

Finnish president expressed satisfaction over the bilateral relations between the two countries and 

appreciated the role of the Government of Bangladesh in poverty alleviation and socio-economic 

development of Bangladesh.  

               

          

Ambassador of Bangladesh held meetings with dignitaries of Sweden & Finland  

Ambassador Mr. Mehdi Hasan called-on Hon'ble Foreign Minister of Sweden Mr. Tobias Billstrom 

at the Swedish Foreign Ministry on 13 February 2023. The meeting discussed whole gamut of 

bilateral relations with particular focus on trade, business, IT, education, climate, GreenTransition 

and Rohingya issue etc. It was underlined that the relationship is now turning from development 

partnership to trade and investment partnership. Hon'ble Foreign Minister highly appreciated the 

recent development of Bangladesh and expressed wish for further cooperation with Bangladesh in 

the proposed areas. 

Embassy Activities 



Twitter : @BDinSWE  |  Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/BangladeshEmbassyStockholm 
Website : https://bangladoot.se/  | Contact : 004687305850 

4 

 

 

Ambassador Mehdi Hasan also met Ms. Johanna Sumuvuori, State Secretary to the Foreign 

Minister of Finland and Mr. Jari Sinkari, the Director General for department of Americas and 

Asia of Finnish Foreign Ministry on 15 February 2023. During the meetings, overall scenario of 

bilateral relations and the prospect of cooperation in various sectors such as trade and investment, 

manpower export, technology transfer, education, IT, Pharmaceuticals, green development etc was 

discussed. 

                      

 

Ambassador Mehdi Hasan also met Mr. Mats Taaveniku, Mayor of Sweden’s Northernmost city of 

Kiruna in the city hall of Kiruna on 05 February 2023. The meeting discussed climate issues, 

industrialisation taking place in Kiruna and growing need of manpower. The Mayor expressed 

interest to explore possibilities to bring in skilled people from Bangladesh. 
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Ambassador Mehdi Hasan also had a meeting with Ms. Carina Sammeli, Mayor, Luleå 

municipality and Mr. Johan Sjökvist, Director, Luleå Business Region. They discussed about 

industrialization, innovation, job opportunities in Luleå city and recent socio-economic 

developments of Bangladesh. 

 

 

 

Ambassador Mehdi Hasan also met Ms. Birgitta Bergvall-Kåreborn, Vice Chancellor of Luleå 

University of Technology, Sweden, which is well-known for its research and innovation in industry 

and other sectors. They discussed on having possible collaboration with universities in Bangladesh. 
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Ambassador Mr. Mehdi Hasan paid a visit to Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), 

whose ranking is 3rd among the agricultural universities globally. He had a fruitful discussion with 

Prof. Maria Knutson Wedel, vice-chancellor of SLU. They discussed about the research and other 

activities of SLU and  explored possible collaboration of SLU with the agricultural universities of 

Bangladesh. 

 

 

 

Bangladesh Embassy, Stockholm observed Great Martyrs´ Day and International 

Mother Language Day 

Bangladesh Embassy, Stockholm celebrated Great Martyrs´ Day and International Mother 

Language Day on 21
st
 February 2023 with due solemnity. 21

st
 February marks the day in 1952, 

when Bangladeshi students sacrificed their lives for the right to speak mother tongue against the 

rulers. Since 1952, 21
st
 February is being observed as ´Language Martyrs´ Day´ in Bangladesh, and 

in 1999, UNESCO declared this day as International Mother Language Day in memory to that 

sacrifice for mother tongue.   

In the Embassy´s programme, a documentary on Great Martyrs´ Day and International Mother 

Language Day was screened and an open discussion was held, where the speakers and H.E. 

Ambassador discussed about the history and significance of International Mother Language Day.  
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              Ambassador had meeting with Bangladeshi IT professionals in Sweden 

Ambassador Mehdi Hasan had a discussion-meeting at the Embassy with Bangladeshi IT 

entrepreneurs and professionals in Sweden on 10 February 2023. The Bangladeshi IT professionals 

in Sweden shared their experience in Sweden and the recent scenarios in IT and the other sectors. 

The meeting discussed about exploring ways of more collaboration between Bangladesh and 

Sweden in IT sector. 

                 

 

 

 

 

Bangladeshi IT professionals and Entrepreneurs: 

 

1. Mahfujur Rahman Bhuiyan is the chief enterprise architect of Europe's famous 

telecommunications company, Telia, Sweden. He has demonstrated his talent and wisdom 

by working with Telia Company for 26 years as Chief Designer, Lead ICT Architect, Lead 

Developer, System Integrator, Project Director, and Innovation Coach. 

Mahfujur also earned enormous credit as a professional innovator and technology speaker. 

His books on application performance management with IBM have gained wide popularity 

among technical experts. 

Mahfujur graduated from the Bangladesh University of Technology (BUET) and pursued 

his master’s and post-graduate degrees from the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH), 

Sweden, the University of Maryland, USA, and an executive MBA from the Quantic School 

of Business and Technology, USA. 
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2. Zaheduzzaman Sarker works at Ericsson in the networks research area of Ericsson 

Research. He joined Ericsson Research in 2007 and based at Stockholm, Sweden. His 

research interest includes Internet and protocol evolutions, web technologies and network 

architecture. He holds several leadership positions at Ericsson Research. He has a long 

history of working with protocol design and development for both Internet and 

telecommunication networks. He also has experience of working with several 

standardization organizations. Prior to serving as Transport Area director he has chaired 

TAPS working group and has been active in several working groups in both ART and TSV 

area. Zaheduzzaman sarker holds an M.Sc. in Computer Science and Engineering from 

Luleå University of Technology, Sweden. His hobbies are singing and trying different 

sports. 

 
3. Dr. Misbah Uddin is a group product manager for AI, Analytics, & Data Domains 

at H&M. He has been at H&M for over four years and held the position of Senior Machine 

Learning Engineer, Tech Lead, and Engineering Manager in the same group. Prior to that, 

he worked as a software engineer on large-scale search engines for different industries 

including lifestyle and media for 3 years. He was also a researcher in the security and 

telecommunication and worked in top universities and companies including KTH Royal 

Institute of Technology, Tartu University, Cybernetica, Cisco Systems, and Dell EMC.  

He received a master’s degree from the Royal Institute of Technology & his bachelor’s 

from Chittagong University of Engineering & Technology, Bangladesh. He has received 

several awards including the Best Doctoral Thesis Award, IEEE, 2016, ANRP Network 

Research Prize, IETF; 2014, and Erasmus Mundus Scholarship, EU, 2008.  

When he is not working with next-generation technologies, he enjoys working in the 

community in career development. He also enjoys camping and hiking with friends and 

family. 
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http://m.sc/
https://www2.hm.com/sv_se/index.html
https://www.kth.se/en
https://www.kth.se/en
https://www.kth.se/en
https://ut.ee/et
https://cyber.ee/
https://www.cisco.com/
https://www.dell.com/en-us/blog/tags/dell-emc/
https://www.cuet.ac.bd/

